____, 2009
The Honorable (Insert First Name and Last Name)

(Insert Office Address)

United States House of Representatives

Washington, DC  20515

Dear Mr./Ms. (Insert Last Name):

As a Tribal (leader/health director/member) and as a constituent, I am writing to seek your support for H.R. 3668, which would reauthorize the Special Diabetes Program for Indians (SDPI).  Representative Diana DeGette (D, CO-1st) introduced H.R. 3668 on September 29, 2009.  I ask that you demonstrate your support for the SDPI by signing on as a co-sponsor to H.R. 3668. 
American Indian and Alaska Natives (AI/AN) carry the heaviest burden of diabetes in the United States and suffer among the highest rates of diabetes. 

· AI/AN have the highest rates of type 2 diabetes in the United States.
· AI/AN diagnosed with diabetes at rate 2.3 times higher than non-Hispanic, whites 

· Death rate from diabetes complications is 190% higher in AI/ANs 

· AI/AN ages 10-20 have the highest prevalence of Type 2 diabetes 

Congress established the SDPI in 1997 for the prevention and treatment of diabetes in AI/AN.  The SDPI supported programs have resulted in the mean blood sugar levels (A1c) decreasing from 9.0% in 1996 to 7.85% in 2006, which translates to a 40% reduction in diabetes-related complications.  With the success of the SDPI in addressing the continual diabetes crisis in Indian Country, Congress has increased funding to the current $150 million per year thru FY 2011.  H.R. 3668 reauthorizes the SDPI, a proven investment, for additional five years and appropriates $200 million per year, an increase of $50 million. 
I respectfully request that you become a co-sponsor of H.R. 3668 and pledge your support for a healthy future for AI/AN by working to ensure the passage of reauthorization of the Special Diabetes Program for Indians.  

Sincerely,

Name/Title

cc: Jennifer Cooper, Legislative Director, National Indian Health Board 
