SAMPLE  FOLLOW UP LETTER  FOR  TRIBES  TO  USE  TO  CONTACT  THEIR  REPRESENTATIVE

______ , 2009
The Honorable (Insert First and Last Name)
(Insert Office Address)

US House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
Dear Mr./Mrs. (INSERT LAST NAME):

As Chairman, a Tribal (Leader/member) and as a constituent, I am writing to thank (staff member’s name) for our recent meeting regarding the reauthorization of the Indian Health Care Improvement Act (IHCIA) and request that you become a cosponsor of HR 2708, if you have not done so already.  I am also asking for your active engagement in the process to achieve passage of this legislation this year.  All 562 Federally-recognized Tribal governments agree on this goal; and, more importantly, all members of my Tribe support it, as well.

The IHCIA expired in 2000, and was extended through FY 2001. For a decade, Tribal leaders, members and advocates have worked tirelessly with Congress to pass a modern IHCIA. Since 1999, the National Steering Committee for the Reauthorization of the IHCIA – a group of elected Tribal Leaders from across the Country – provided advice and feedback to several Administrations, House and Senate leaders, committees and members about IHCIA reauthorization bills introduced in the 106th, 107th, 108th, 109th, 110th and 111th Congresses.  None of these efforts has been successful. Reauthorization is long over due – it is time to pass a bill this year. 
The conditions that prompted the original version of IHCIA in 1976 still continue today. Undisputed health disparities exist between American Indians’ and Alaska Natives’ (AI/ANs) health status and the health status of the rest of the Country. For example, AI/ANs die at higher rates than other Americans from: tuberculosis (750% higher), alcoholism (550% higher), diabetes (190% higher), homicide (100% higher), and suicide (70% higher). Enactment of this bill is vital to overcoming these appalling health status deficiencies that continue to plague this segment of Country's population.  

Also, the American health care system has evolved during the almost decade that we have been fighting for reauthorization of IHCIA. Many health services are now provided outside of the hospital setting and are provided in a more managed and efficient basis utilizing modern medical and information technology. AI/ANs, living in the most rural, isolated, and poorest areas of the Country deserve the opportunity to receive health care on the same basis as the U.S. general population. Reauthorization of the IHCIA is critical to ensure that authorities are in place to bring Indian health care into the 21st century and to reduce health disparities in Indian Country.

On behalf of the (Insert Name of Tribe), I respectfully request that you become a cosponsor of the IHCIA reauthorization bill and pledge your support for a healthy future for AI/ANs by working to ensure the passage of reauthorization of the Indian Health Care Improvement Act.  
Sincerely,

