




November 13, 2009


The Honorable ___________

United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator _______:

As the Senate prepares to debate health care legislation, on behalf of (insert name of Tribe or Tribal Organization here), we urge you to include the Indian Health Care Improvement Act (IHCIA) in the Senate’s health care reform bill.

The IHCIA is the baseline for all health care for American Indians and Alaska Natives.  Since 1992, when the IHCIA was last overhauled, the American health care system has been revolutionized, but the Indian health care system has not been.  It is imperative that the IHCIA be reauthorized to begin to bridge this gap.  Including IHCIA in a health care reform bill will modernize the Indian health care system at the same time as Congress is reforming health care for all Americans.  
We have been fighting for 10 years to get IHCIA reauthorized – and this is our only chance to get the IHCIA reauthorization through Congress.  With your leadership to include IHCIA in comprehensive health care reform, Indian country can realize the critical improvements to health care that we have sought so long to achieve.

So, as the Senate considers health care legislation, I respectfully ask that you support including the IHCIA as part of this legislation. Indian Country needs to be part of comprehensive health care reform. Thank you for your consideration and for all that you have done to promote, advance and strengthen health care for American Indians and Alaska Natives.






Yours in Health,

cc:  National Indian Health Board

