		SAMPLE LETTER – PLACE ON YOUR TRIBAL LETTERHEAD



November ____, 2012

Dear Representative _____________

NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT TO STOP SEQUESTRATION!  WE NEED YOU!

[bookmark: _GoBack]The recently released Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Report submitted to Congress discussed the impact of sequestration of funds beginning in January 2013 pursuant to the Budget Control Act of 2011 (P.L. 112-25). The OMB report stated that the entire Indian Health Service (IHS) budget is subject to an 8.2% cut, resulting in a significant loss of funding for Indian Health programs in Fiscal Year (FY) 2013.   

We have been fighting for many years for improvements to the Indian health care delivery system. The achievement of the permanent reauthorization of the Indian Health Care Improvement Act (Affordable Care Act) protects and enhances the Indian health system by ensuring that Constitutional and treaty rights are protected while allowing better access to health care. The Indian health care system has begun a new chapter in the delivery of quality health care to American Indians and Alaska Natives (AI/ANs). If sequestration occurs, the automatic cuts to federal funding for Indian health programs will have devastating consequences for Indian Country and adversely impact tribal efforts to address the health challenges that affect American Indians and Alaska Natives. 

Under the OMB report, the IHS will be subjected to a 8.2% across-the-board cut, resulting in a total estimated automatic cut to the IHS budget of $356 million in FY 2013.  This cut translates into lost funding for primary health care and disease prevention services for AI/ANs, which is certain to produce tremendous negative health impacts.  An additional $54.5 billion cut to funding for other key health agencies such as Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Health Resources and Services Administration will deliver another divesting blow to our people’s health, as these programs have become critical to our Tribal health system. 

When Congress returns to session in November, we ask you to communicate with your Congressional colleagues on enacting legislation that will make unnecessary a sequestration of funds and protect Indian health programs and work toward protections for other Indian programs.     

Some key points include:
· Urge Congress to agree to a balanced plan to achieve the required deficit reduction, thus allowing for cancellation of the sequestration
· The IHS’s entire budget is subject to a total estimated automatic cut of $356 million in FY 2013
· While tribes have achieved greater economic self-sufficiency in recent years, tribal nations still rely on federal funding for vital programs and services. This funding is a commitment from treaty obligations and the federal trust responsibility

If a sequestration occurs in January 2013 – a reduction in federal funding will critically hinder effectiveness of Indian programs.  That is why we need your help. Take action now about restoring protection for Indian Health Service programs and to work toward protections for other Indian programs. ENACT LEGISLATION THAT WILL MAKE UNNECESSARY A SEQUESTRATION OF FUNDS. 

Thank you.



cc: National Indian Health Board
