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Tooth Decay Hay Fever
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Tooth decay is the single 
most common childhood 

disease
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32%

25%

American 

Indian/ Alaska 
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American

African American

Non-

Hispanic White

Children of color at greater 
risk for cavities
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Reasons for Oral Health Care Crisis

Lack of insurance

More expensive

1

1 in 6 live where few dentists 

practice

No Medicare coverage

Few dentists accept Medicaid
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Cost of Dental Implants: 

$9,000
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6,300

4,000

1980 1990

Dental School Graduates
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• Emergency room doctors refer patients to 

dentists

•  Train community dental health workers to screen, 

make referrals to dentists and provide education

• Increase Medicaid payments to dentists

•  Increase free dental clinics

American Dental Association Proposal

Mission of Mercy events since 2003

143,000 served

Number of Americans in need: 

50 million
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FUD
Fear, uncertainty, and doubt
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