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Tribal Assignments





Tribal ASI awardees 

• Eastern Band of Cherokee, North Carolina

• Forest Country Potawatomi, Wisconsin

• Keweenaw Bay Indian Community, Michigan

• Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians, Michigan

• Swinomish Indian Tribal Community, Washington

Tribal Accreditation Support Initiative 







New Projects 

Partnerships to Improve Community Health 

A Comprehensive Approach 
to Good Health and Wellness 
in Indian Country





Chronic Liver Disease is a Major Health 
Disparity for American Indian / Alaska Natives 

� Cause of 7% of all deaths

� 5th leading cause of death vs 11th for white Americans

� Mortality increased 24% for American Indians compared to 14% for 
Whites in 1999-2007

�

Suryprasad A, et al AJPH 2014

� 90% of mortality related to cirrhosis
� Attributable cause 

� Alcohol abuse – 52%

� HCV – 11%

� HBV – 1%

� Combination of above – 32%
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Incidence of Hepatitis A,
by Race/Ethnicity — United States, 2000–2012
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The Growing Burden of Hepatitis C 

in the United States
� Of 2.7 million HCV-infected persons in primary care 

� 1.47 million will develop decompensated cirrhosis (DCC)

� 350,000 will develop hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC)

� 897,000 will die from HCV-related complications

Rein D, Dig Liver Dis 2010.
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A 300% Increase in Hepatitis C-Related 

Hospitalizations for AI/AN – 1995-2007
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Byrd KK, et al Pub Hlth Rep 2011  



HCV–Related Mortality by Race/Ethnicity, 

2007 Compared to 2011
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HCV Screening for American Indians 

� Clinic-based screening

� 243 patients in Omaha Nebraska; 30 tribes 

� 11.5% anti-HCV positive

� Risks included use of cocaine and injected drugs

� Screening of pregnant women

� 205 pregnant women in northern plains (median age 22 years)

� 6% anti-HCV positive

� Injection drug use only risk factor  

� Screening of persons born 1945-1965

� 31% of cohort screened by HIS; 267% increase in testing 

� HCV testing data pending 

Neumeister AS, et al J Natl Med Assoc, 2007; Dubray C, J Health Disparities Research and  Practice 2011



Extension for Community Health care 

Outcomes (ECHO)

� Expand Primary care 
capacity in HCV 
management 

� Rural and underserved 
populations  

� Use videoconferencing 

� Share “best practices”

� Case based learning

� Similar cure rates to  
those in HCV clinics

N Engl J Med 2011;364:2199-207.




