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Integral Piece: FOA

Components of an FOA:

xecutive Summary 7. Application Revi
able of Contents 8. Award Administra
Description 9. Agency Contacts
Award Information 10. Other

Eligibility 11. Tips/SF-424
Application & Application Guide
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Example of an FQ

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Health Resources and Services Administration

Office of Rural Health Policy
Rural Health Network Development Program

Rural Health Network Development (RHND) Grant Program

‘Aunnouncement Type: New
Announcement Number: HRSA-14-044

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) No. 93,912

FUNDING OPPORTUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT

Fiscal Year 2014

Application Due Date: December 6, 2013
Ensure your Grants.gov regi and pa ds are current immediately
Deadline extensions are not granted for lack of registration.
Registration may take up to one month to complete.

10/23/13- Deadline Extended to 12/6/13 & Updated Technical Assistance Conference Call
Information (Page 28)

Release Date: September 25, 2013

Issuance Date: September 25, 2013

Executive Summary
Integral Piece: FOA

es as a summary to potential applicants about the fun
unity. It usually comprises the following:
\ame of Program/Title
Synopsis of Purpose
unding Opportunity Number

Available Funding
umber of Awards/Type of Award

5/12/2015
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of an Executi
(FOA)

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Health R and Services inistration, Office of Rural Health Policy (ORHP) is
accepting applications for fiscal year (FY) 2014 Rural Health Network Development Grant
Program. The purpose of this grant program is to: support rural integrated health cave networks
that have combined the functions of the entities participating in the network in order to: achieve
efficiencies; expand access to, coordinate, and improve the quality of essential health care
serviees; and strengthen the rural health care system as a whole.

Funding Opportunity Title: Rural Health Network Development Grant
Program
Funding O ity Number: HRSA-14-044
Due Date for icati December 6, 2013

i d Toral Available Funding: $4,500,000
d Number of Awards: 15
L Award Amount: Up to $300.000 per year
Cost Sharing/ Match No.
Length of Project Period: years
Project Start Date: ay 1, 2014
Eligible Applicants: The lead applicant organization niust be a
public or private non-profit entity located in a
rural area. The network must be formal and
composed of at least 3 separate, existing health
care providers.

[See Section I1I-1 of this FOA for complete

All applicants are respensible for reading and complying with the instructions ineluded in
HRSA's SF-42d Application Guide, available online at
Tttps/Avww hrsa, gov/grants/s lication guide/sf424guide.pdf, except where instructed in
this funding opportunity announcement to do otherwise. A short video for applicants explaining
the new Applicarion Guides is available at http://swiw.hrsa jcationgui

Table of Contents
Integral Piece: FOA

is a list of the parts of the FOA and is
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of a Table of Con

Table of Contents
1. FUNDING OPPORTUNITY DESCRIPTION

1. PURPC
2. BACKGROUND

1L AWARD TION

1. TYPE OF AWARD.
2. SUMMARY OF FUNDING

1L ELIGIBILITY TION.
1. ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS.
2. COST TCHING

3. OTHER
IV. APPLICATION AND SU TION.

1. ADDRESS TO REQUEST APPLICATION PACKAGE
2. CONTENT AND FORM OF APPLICATION
Narrative

A DATES AND TIMES.
4. INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW
5. FUNDING RESTRIC

V. APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION

1. REVIEW CRITERIA
2. REVIEW AND SELECTION PROCESS.
3. ANTICIPATED ANNOUNCEMENT AND AWARD DATES

VI AWARD ATION TION.

1. AWARD NOTICES
2. ADMINISTRATIVE AND NATIONAL POLICY REQU
A REPORTING

VIL AGENCY CONTACTS
VIIL OTHER IN] TION.
IX. TIPS FOR WRITING A STRONG APPLICATION.

DescriBtion

Integral Piece: FOA

section contains the full programmatic
ription of the funding opportunity. It usua
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ple of a Descriptic

1. Funding Opportunity Description

1. Purpose

This announcement solicits applications for the Rural Health Network Development (RHND)
Program. The purpose of this program is to support rural integrated health care networks that
have combined the functions of the entities participating in the network.

The RHND Program supports established health oriented networks with a history of
:o“abw-ﬁmmdazhp-ndmﬁminwlhb«:ﬁwnhiomhipsmhumsysm\ofm
dministratively. clinicall all

Networks must consist of at least three health care providers that are separately owned entities.
Each member of the network must sign a memorandum of agreement or sumilar formal
collaborative agreement. For purposes of this grant program. a rural health network is defined
as a formal organizational arrangement among at least three separately owned health providers
that come together to develop strategies for improving health services delivery systems in a
rural community. A network in this context is not a large health system whereby multiple
health care providers or organizations are owned and or created by the same overarching eatity
to collaborate and achieve a particular goal.

2. Background

This program is authorized under Section 330A(f) of the Public Health Service (PHS) Act. as
amended (42 U.S.C. 254¢ (f). This authority directs the Office of Rural Health Policy (ORHP) to
support grants for eligible entities to promote. through planning and implementation, the
development of integrated health care networks that have combined the functions of the entities
participating in the networks in order to (i) achieve efficiencies: (ii) expand access to, coordinate.
and improve the quality of essential health care services: and (iii) strengthen the rural health care
system as a whole.

A rural health network is defined as “a formal organizational arrangement among rural health

mmﬁm(upmuuymnamdmmpmam)mnmumaa

more than one existing organization and specifies the objectives and methods by which various

eolllbonu\‘cﬁmm‘mnhm‘ed'msdcﬁnmofnmﬂmmﬂnlnhd
definition although the focus was primarily for networks composed solely of hospitals
networks). Nmmwhautdum:«uygmnw«mlywm

networks but networks that may be d of hospitals. ph health

school systems and or other i ions (vertical

Award Information

Integral Piece: FOA
ts:

ype of Award
Summary of Funding

e type of award is usually a grant or coope
eement.

> summary of funding provides sufficien
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e of Award Informa

II. Award Information

1. Type of Award

Funding will be provided in the form of a grant.
2. Summary of Funding

This program will provide funding during Federal fiscal years 2014 - 2016. Appmx:lmat/:ly
$4.500.000 is expected to be available annually to fund approxi ly 15 gr A

may apply for a ceiling amount of up to $300.000 per year. The project pcrmd 153 years
Funding beyond the first year is dependent on the availability of appropriated funds for Rural
Health Network Devel Program in subsequent fiscal years, grantee satisfactory

performance, and a decision that continued funding is in the best interest of the Federal
Government.

ligibility Information

Integral Piece: FOA
section addresses considerations or factors that
pplicant or application eligible or ineligible for
sideration. This includes the eligibility of particular
es of applicant organizations, any factors affecting t
sibility of the principal investigator or project directo

1 any criteria that make particular projects ineligible
ajor Components:

Eligible Applicants
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of Eligibility
(FOA)

III. Eligibility Information

1. Eligible Applicants

a) Ownership and Geographic Requirements:

Applicants for the Rural Network Development Program must meet the ownership and
geographic requirements stated below. (Note: If an incorporated network does not apply on
behalf of its members, the award will be made to only one member of the network that will
Dbe the grantee of record and only that organization needs to meet the eligibility criteria.):

1) The lead applicant organization must be a public or private non-profit entity located in a
rural area or in a rural census tract of an urban county. and all services must be provided ina
rural county or census tract. The applicant’s EIN number should verify it is a rural entity.
To ascertain rural eligibility, please refer to:  hitp://datawarchouse.hrsa.gov/RuralAdvisor/

and enter the applicant organization’s state and county. A network serving rural

tes but whose applicant organization is not in a designated rural area will not be

considered for funding under this announcement.

2) In addition to the several States. only the Guam, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. the
Northern Mariana Islands, the Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Guam, the U.S. Virgin
Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the
Republic of Palau may apply. If applicants are located outside the 50 states, they still have to
meet the rural eligibility requirements.

ion & Submission Info
Integral Piece: FOA

ation/Submission Components:
Grants.gov (Help Desk available)
SF-424 Application Guide

Special Instructions

Instructions Budget, Budget Justification, Staffing
Personnel Requirements, Assurances, Certificatic
and Abstract (Application Guide)

pplication Page Limit
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& Submission Infor

Integral Piece: FOA
ation Components:
~ Abstract
~ Narrative
- FOA Cross walk

- Budget and Budget Narrative (In Addition to
Application Guide Instructions)

' Program-Specific Forms

on & Submission Info

Integral Piece: FOA
ssion Components:
- Dates and Times

~ Intergovernmental Review
- Funding Restrictions




e of Application/
Information (FOA)

IV. Application and Submission Information
1. Address to Request Application Package

HRSA requires applicants for this funding opportunity announcement to apply electronically
through Grants.gov. Applicants must download the SF424 application package associated with
this funding opportunity following the directions provided at Grants.gov.

2. Content and Form of Application Submission

Section 4 of HRSA's SF424 Application Guide provides instructions for the budget, budget
justification, staffing plan and personnel requirements, assurances, certifications. and abstract.
All applicants are responsible for reading and complying with the instructions included in
HRSA’s SF-424 Application Guide except where instructed in the funding opportunity
announcement to do otherwise.

Application Page Limit
The total size of all uploaded files may not exceed the equivalent of 80 pages when printed by
HRSA. The page limit includes the abstract, project and budget narratives. attachments, and
letters of commitment and support required in the Application Guide and this FOA. Standard
OMB-approved forms are NOT included in the page limit. We strongly urge you to print your
application to ensure it does not exceed the specified page limit.

Application Review
Integral Piece: FOA

s section addresses the criteria that HRSA will us
aluate applications. This includes the merit and oth
aview criteria that evaluators will use to judge
pplications, including any statutory, regulatory, or oth
references (e.g., minority status or Native American tr
references) that will be applied in the review process

5/12/2015
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Application Review

Integral Piece: FOA

Narrative Section Generic Review Criteria
Introduction (1) Need

Needs Assessment (1) Need

Methodology (2) Response

Work Plan (2) Response & (4) Impact
Resolution of Challenges (2) Response

Evaluation and Technical Support Capacity | (3) Evaluative Measures & (5)

Resources/Capabilities

Organizational Information (5) Resources/Capabilities

(6) Support Requested — the budget section

should include sufficient justification to

Application Review cn

pview and Selection Process

This section indicates who is responsible for

evaluation against the merit criteria (e.g., peers
external to HRSA or Federal agency personnel) and
who makes the final selections for award.

5/12/2015
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Application Review con.

ng Factors (Preferences, Priorities, Special Considera

s section indicates who is responsible for evaluat
ainst the merit criteria (e.g., peers external to HRS/
aderal agency personnel) and who makes the final
elections for award.

ded only if specified in program legislation or regulatio

Application Review cn

ding Priorities

funding priority is defined as the favorable adjustm
of combined review scores of individually approved
applications when applications meet specified criteria.
An adjustment is made by a set, pre-determined numbe
of points.

unding Preferences

-~ A funding preference is defined as the funding of a
specific category or group of approved applications
ahead of other categories or groups of applications.

pplicants receiving the preference will be placed in 2
ore competitive position among applications that

erence will be given full and equitable consid
the review process.

5/12/2015
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Application Review con

ding Special Considerations

\ special consideration is defined as the
enhancement of priority scores by peer reviewers
based on the extent to which the application
addresses areas of concern in a discretionary
program.

Award Administratio
Integral Piece: FOA

section addresses what a successful applicant c
ect to receive following selection. This section inc
1t the notice of award signed by the grants officer (
ivalent) is the authorizing document.

or Components:
Award Notice

Administrative and National Policy
Requirements

5/12/2015
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e of Award Adm
Information (FOA)

VI. Award Administration Information
1. Award Notices

The Notice of Award will be sent prior to the start date of May 1.2014. See section 5.4 of
HRSA’s SF-424 Application Guide for addi

2. A ini: ive and Natie 1 Policy R

See section 2 of HRSA’s SF-424 Application Guide.

3. Reporting

The successful applicant under this funding opportunity announcement must comply with
Scction 6 of HRSA's SF-424 Application Guide and the following reporting and review

activities:

1) Progress Report(s). The awardee must submit a progress report to HRSA on an
annual basis. Further information will be provided in the award notice.

2) Other required reports and/or products.

aP M A perfe report is required after the end of each
budget period in the Performance Improvement Measurement System (PIMS). Upan
award, grantees will be notified of specific performance measures required for reporting.

b. Final Report. A final report is due within 90 days aftet the project period ends. The final
report will collect i ion such as program-specific goals and progress on
core performance measurement data: impact of the overall project: the degree to which
the grantee achieved the mission. goal and strategies outlined in the program: grantee
objectives and lisk barriers d; and resp to summary
questions regarding the gmntee s overall experiences over the cnme project period. The
final report must be sub d on-line by dees in the El ks system

Other

Integral Piece: FOA

s section may include any additional information
| assist applicants. For example, technical assistan
Is; related programs or other upcoming or ongoing
nding opportunities; Internet addresses for agency
es that may be useful; or alert applicants to the need
entify proprietary information and information on
> Program will handle it; etc.

14
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Agencx Contacts

Integral Piece: FOA

section provides potential applicants with a po
tact for answering questions or helping with prob

VIIL. Agency Contacts

Applicants may obtain additional information regarding business, admunistrative, or fiscal issues
related to this funding opportunity announcement by contacting:

Attn.: Josephine Lyght, Grants Management Specialist
HRSA Division of Grants Management Operations, OFAM
Parklawn Building, Room 11-03

5600 Fishers Lane

Rockville, MD 20857

Telephone: (301) 443-3569

Fax:(301) 443-6363

Email: JLyght@hrsa.gov

Additional information related to the overall program issues and/or technical assistance
regarding this funding may be obtained by contacting:

Leticia Manning
Public Health Analyst
Attn: Rural Health Network Development Program
Federal Office of Rural Health Policy, HRSA
Parklawn Building. Room 5SA-05
5600 Fishers Lane
Rockville, MD 20857
Telephone: (301)443-8335
Fax: (301) 443-2803
Email: LManning(@hrsa.gov

15



ps/SF-424 Application Gui
Integral Piece: FOA

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

<HRSA

Health Resources and Services Administration

SF-424 Application Guide

A guide developed and maintained by HRSA for preparing and
bmitti licati hrough Grants.gov to HRSA using the
SF-424 Non-Construction Application Kit

SF-424 Application Guide

1.2. Document Purpose and Scope
The purpose of this document is to provide detailed instructions to help applicants and
grantees prepare and submit pew, competing continuation, and competing supplements
applications electronically to HRSA through Grants.gov. This SF-424 Application Guide
is specific to funding opportunity announcements using the Application for Federal
Assistance SF-424 Non-Construction** application kit. All applicants must submit
electronically through Grants.gov. This Guide is intended to be a concise source of
HRSA general information related to the application preparation and submission
process and will be updated periodically. This document does not replace program-
specific guidance provided in funding opportunity announcements (FOAs). This
document also does not replace the Health and Human Services Grants Policy
Statement (HHS GPS), which serves as the comprehensive source of grant information
across the Department.

Note: As of October 1, 2010 current grantees are no longer required to submit a full
grant application to determine eligibility for funding of a successive budget period within
their approved project period. Instead, grantees need only to submit the streamlined
Non-Competing Continuation (NCC) Progress Report for continued funding of the next
budget period. For details and user guides, please visit
http:/fwww.hrsa.gov/grants/noncompetingcontinuations/index.html.

**Applicants applying for Research or Training awards that require the SF-424
Research and Related (R&R) application kit should refer to HRSA's SF-424 R&R
Application Guide for guidance.

HRSA SF-424 Application Guide 1

5/12/2015

16


http://www.hrsa.gov/grants/apply/applicationguide/sf424guide.pdf

Table of Contents
1. INTRODUCTION.

1.1. AsouT HRSA
12. PURPOSE AND SCOPE
1.3. DOCUMENT VERSION CONTROL
14. OF

NOOOONN N NN -

3 REGISTERING AND APPLYING THROUGH GRANTS.GOV. 18
3.1. REGISTER ~ APPLICANT ORGANIZATIONS MUST OBTAIN DUNS NUMBER, REGISTER WITH SAM AND
GRANTS.GOV ) 19

3.6. REQUESTING A WAIVER FROM THE EL
4. GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLICATION SUBMISSION......................

4.1. INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE SF-424
4.2. NARRATIVE AND ATTACHMENT FORMATTING GUIDELINES
4.3. APPLICATION CONTENT ORDER (TABLE OF
4.4. APPLICATION PAGE LMIT
45. DATES AND TIMES.

46. MISTAKES
4.7. Tips FOR WRITING A STRONG APPLICATION
4.8. Wim

AN APPLICATION

4.7.  Tips for Writing a Strong Application

HRSA has designed a technical assistance webpage to assist applicants in preparing
applications. Resources include help with system registration, finding and applying for
funding opportunities, writing strong applications, understanding the review process,
and many other topics which applicants will find relevant. The website can be accessed
online at: http://www.hrsa.qov/grants/apply/index.html.

In addition, a concise resource offering tips for writing proposals for HHS grants and
cooperative agreements can be accessed online at:
http:/Awww.hhs.gov/asfr/ogapa/aboutoa/apptips. html.

5/12/2015
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—‘{@ﬂs.pa entolHealllyand Homan services ARt =

_This Site [=]|| Search |
Advance reh

@H Rs A U.S. Department or Heaith and Human Services anced Sear
Health Resources and Services Administration [ _ g = sienun for | ps ||
f RS R &

AZIndex | Questions? | HRSA Mobile

Get Health Care Grants Loans & Scholarships Data & Statistics. Public Health About HRSA

How to Apply  Manage Your Grant  Funded Projects  Grant Reviewers

HRSA Home > Grants > How to Apply

‘ Apply for a Grant How to Apply ©swe|s SIS

Lome For A Grant Remember to keep
your SAM

(1) Register & Get Read It Could Be 4 Weeks Before You Can Apply registrationiaerey

(2.) Find & Submit You must register in three places: 1) DUNS, 2) SAM & 3} Grants.gov More >

(3.) Write a Strong Application

If you have not yet registered with DUNS, SAM or Grants.gov

and you start your three registrations TODAY, you may not be
able to submit your grant a cation until:

Opportunities ==

February 27, 2015 I

) Please allow extra time for holidays that occur during your
registration process or other unexpected delays.

A large part of HRSA's mission to increase access o health care is i s

accomplished by awarding grants and cooperative agreements.

Application Basics

It is HRSA's policy to promote competition. encourage eligible

organizations to apply. and help applicants to succeed. Organizations. not individuals, are

eligible to apply. Campleting a grant
application can take 40 hours or more

HRSA expects to award more than $3 billion this year through 2.087 Be sure to avoid common mistakes
new grant awards from 95 grant programs in the following categories: that stop an application before it is even
reviewed.

- Health Center Programs for community-based health care
organizations that provide primary care in underserved areas
- Ryan White HIV/AIDS Programs for eligible States and

metropolitan areas, as well as providers of HIV/AIDS health care ;'"""“ Your Application Before the

Eirst step: Reaqister

Are You an Eligible Organization?

Critical Pieces
Responsive Applications

‘ The Basics

Your
Application

-

>

Review i

~ . O

Criteria

5/12/2015
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irst Piece: The Basics

Responsive Applications

The Basics

hings to Keep in Mind Before You Start:

Grants.gov - Instructions and Due Date - late
applications are not considered!

SF-424 Application Guide - How to Apply
Special Instructions

Instructions for Budget, Budget Justification, Staffin
Plan, Personnel Requirements, Assurances,
Certifications and Abstract - Must be compliant

Application Page Limit - Applications over limit
__deemed non-responsive and will not be conside

2 Y 5
. ) 3
\\” > PG Ik‘l %
- P el O Tl
O R (BT S
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Abstract

Responsive Applications
Abstract

Provide a summary of the application. Because the abstract is often distributed to p
information to the public and Congress, please prepare this so that it is clear, accurat:
concise, and without reference to other parts of the application. It must include a brie
description of the proposed projectincluding the needs to be addressed, the proposed
services, and the population group(s) to be served.

Please place the following at the top of the abstract:
Project Title
Applicant Organization Name
Address
Project Director Name
Contact Phone Numbers (Voice, Fax)
E-Mail Address

Web Site Address, if applicable
List all grant program funds requested in the application, if applicable
If requesting a funding preference, priority, or special consideration as outlined i
Section V. 2. of the program-specific FOA, please indicate here.

Please consult the program-specific FOA for additional requirements.

&proiect abstract must be single-spaced and limited to one page in len;

5/12/2015
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Narrative

Responsive Applications

Narrative

The Project Narrative includes:
Introduction
Needs Assessment
Methodology
Work Plan
Resolution of Challenges
Evaluation and Technical Support Capacity
Organizational Information

5/12/2015
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Critical Pieces

_ ‘ The Basics [

( ) ‘

Abstract |

FOA B

Narrative
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Responsive Applications

Review Criteria

Need
* Corresponds to Project
Response Narrative

:  Use FOA Crosswalk to b
Evaluative Measures compliantwith

requirements

ImpaCt * Serves as foundation for
oo Reviewer Evaluation
Resources/Capabilities S —

Support Requested * Read

Carefully

Program - Specific

5/12/2015
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Responsive Applications
Attachments

Must be included in order to have a responsive
application.

Any forms included in the attachments must be
completed correctly - ask for TA from Program Officer.

* Label
* Use a recognizable file

extensions (see Application
Guide)

® 15 - max number allowed
* Included

in page

limit

5/12/2015
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Responsive Applications
Budget

Submit line-item budget and budget justification
*Submit line-item budget for all years of funding request
*Submit justification for all

* Follow instructions - see

years of funding request Application Guide

* See FOA for specific instructiong
¢ Included in page limit

& May vary aCCOrding to ¢ Complete forms correctly
s * Seek TA
specific FOA

Critical Pieces
Recap

N

Budget Abstract
D, Your )

A\

Attachments st

-

Narrative

>

Review

~. (s

Criteria
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Proposal versus A

Pronosal

Good Funded

Explains problem and wh
organization plans on doin

1 lot of information, butisn’t Has a lot of information, bu
proposal flows and is easy t
and understand

Describes current/planned
collaborations, provides infi
on staff needed, clearly defi
objective

enough information on
aborations, staff, or objective

response to the review Responds to all the review

plicant does not address the Need in the FOA

sponds with a list of activities, but does not tie these
ivities to the overall application

a - applicant leaves areas of the application blank,
plete, or is using outdated data

hments — missing or incomplete attachments

5/12/2015

26



cal Assistance Resot
Web Links and Webcasts

nical Assistance Resour

ster your organization EARLY (this process can
0 business days or more):

DUNS, Data Universal Numbering System

SAM, System for Award Management - you must h
DUNS prior to registering for SAM

Grants.gov, centralized location to find and apply fi
federal funding opportunities

[ an eligible organization? Review Section III of t

5/12/2015
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http://www.hrsa.gov/grants/apply/index.html
http://www.hrsa.gov/grants/apply/register/index.html
http://www.hrsa.gov/grants/apply/findandsubmit/index.html
http://www.hrsa.gov/grants/apply/writestrong/index.html
http://www.hrsa.gov/grants/apply/granttips.html

cal Assistance Re
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