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UPDATE: FDA issues emergency use authorization for first COVID-19 vaccine.
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Statement from HHS and DoD on FDA Emergency Use Authorization of a
COVID-19 Vaccine Candidate

Today the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) to Pfizer
for its COVID-19 vaccine, the first authorization for a COVID-19 vaccine in the United States. Operation
Warp Speed and private sector partners now begin distributing the first allocation of doses to sites
designated by the public health jurisdictions and five federal agencies with which OWS and CDC have
been working to plan distribution. HHS Secretary Alex Azar and Acting Secretary of Defense Christopher
C. Miller released the following statements:

“It is nothing short of a medical miracle to have FDA authorization of a vaccine for COVID-19 just over 11
months since the virus was made known to the world. Because of President Trump’s strong leadership
and unwavering support for Operation Warp Speed, we have millions of doses of this vaccine that are now
being shipped to every corner of America, with administration to begin as soon as providers are ready.
The triumph of Operation Warp Speed is a tribute to dedicated public servants across HHS and the
Department of Defense, our partners in the private sector, and incredible American scientists. This
vaccine, like any vaccine FDA potentially authorizes, has been through multiple stages of safety review,
and it has shown extraordinary effectiveness in protecting people from the virus. Vaccines will help bring
this pandemic to an end, which is all the more reason to double down on the public health measures we
need to stay safe in the coming months. As Americans get vaccinated, we need to continue taking steps
like washing our hands, social distancing, and wearing face coverings to protect ourselves, our loved
ones, and our communities.” - HHS Secretary Alex M. Azar |l

“The massive logistical planning our military has contributed to Operation Warp Speed gives me even
more pride in the talent and dedication of our service members. They have been crucial in bringing a safe
and effective vaccine to the American people and in restoring the health of our country.” - Acting Secretary
of Defense Christopher C. Miller
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