
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

National Indian Health Board 

Resolution 22-08 

 

SUPPORT FOR PARTNERSHIP IN A NATIONAL FENTANYL AND OPIOID SUMMIT 

IN INDIAN COUNTRY 

 

WHEREAS, the National Indian Health Board (NIHB), established in 1972, serves all 

Federally recognized American Indian/Alaska Native (AI/AN) Tribal governments by 

advocating for the improvement of health care delivery to AI/ANs, as well as upholding the 

Federal government’s trust responsibility to AI/AN Tribal governments; and  

 

WHEREAS, the national crisis of the opioid epidemic has disproportionately affected 

Indian Country, with American Indians and Alaska Natives experiencing the highest age-

adjusted drug overdose rates and the highest rates of increase in opioid overdose deaths over the 

past ten years of any group; and 

 

WHEREAS, the trafficking and use of illicit fentanyl has created numerous public health 

and public safety issues across Indian Country, requiring cross-agency and subject matter 

expertise collaboration for effective strategic planning, policy development, and program 

implementation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB) has initiated a 

summit of national scope and has invited key partners across Indian Country to collaborate for the 

implementation of effective policy and programs to address the opioid epidemic generally and the 

fentanyl crisis particularly in a Tribally driven and culturally informed manner that honors Tribal 

sovereignty; and  

 

WHEREAS, the NIHB’s mission, activities, and resources are dedicated to supporting 

national policy and programmatic work that supports positive health outcomes for American Indians 

and Alaska Natives, including substance use and opioid overdose prevention; and  

 

WHEREAS, the NPAIHB has invited the NIHB to join the national fentanyl and opioid 

summit as an active partner. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the NIHB supports the NPAIHB in the 

development of the national fentanyl and opioid summit; and  
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the NIHB hereby joins the NPAIHB as an active 

partner in the successful implementation of the national fentanyl and opioid summit with commitment 

of organizational resources as deemed appropriate within NIHB’s scope, mission, and allocation.   

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

The foregoing resolution was adopted by the Board, with quorum present, on the 29th day of 

November, 2022.  

 
__________________________ 

      Chairperson, William Smith 

ATTEST:  

 
_________________________ 

Vice Chairperson, Nickolaus Lewis 


